
Friday March 27, 2020

Today is my last day as a member of 25th Seanad. It would have been great to
be in the Seanad Chamber debating and passing the Emergency Measures in
the Public Interest (Covid-19) Bill 2020. Instead, following An Taoiseach’s
advice, I am working from home. I am glad to be part of the efforts to help
Ireland overcome the great threat of Covid-19 including signing up with 60,000
other citizens to the HSE’s 'Be on call for Ireland' initiative.

Over the last four years in Seanad Éireann I did my best to put the honour and
gift of my appointment into public service for the benefit of the people and
groups whose lives and daily struggles are often not seen or heard. My website
(www.colettekelleher.ie) gives a flavour of the work I did, what was achieved
and what remains to be done.

With the Covid-19 crisis we know more than ever how much we depend on
each other. I offer a warm and sincere thanks to the great, great many people,
inside and outside the Oireachtas, who helped me to make social changes,
sometimes thought of as impossible, possible! 



So now I am asking for support to carry on this work in the Oireachtas and
beyond.  Feel free to use the many resources on my website to progress the
issues I collaborated and worked on. Tá a lán déanta agus a lán fós le
déanamh. 

Specifically, I would ask you to reintroduce the International Protection (Family
Reunification) (Amendment) Bill 2017 and the Traveller Culture and History in
Education Bill 2018. Both bills passed all stages in the Seanad. Do keep up the
good start on key issues including adult safeguarding, child homelessness,
access to education for pupils with autism, dementia care, domestic violence,
disability, housing, refugees and women’s health and reproductive rights.
Please make sure the Joint Committee on Key Issues Affecting the
Traveller Community finishes its work and reports and that all thirty four
recommendations from the Seanad Public Consultation Committee Report
published in January 2020 on Travellers Towards a more Equitable Ireland
Post-Recognition are implemented, starting with the next Taoiseach appointing
a member of the Traveller Community to Seanad Éireann. 

Stay safe and good luck with all that is before you in these times ‘like no other’. 

‘People united can never be defeated’.

All the best

 
PS From my time in the Oireachtas, in public life and leading NGOs,  I
have gained very useful experience, knowledge and skills. I’d be
delighted to share what I have learned with you and to be of assistance in
any way I can. Do get in touch with me colette.kelleher62@gmail.com  

Find Out More

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/2017/101/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/2018/71/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/32/committee-on-key-issues-affecting-the-traveller-community/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/32/committee-on-key-issues-affecting-the-traveller-community/
https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/committee/dail/32/seanad_public_consultation_committee/reports/2020/2020-01-23_report-on-travellers-towards-a-more-equitable-ireland-post-recognition_en.pdf
http://www.colettekelleher.ie/

